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The First Lesson - The Prophet proclaims good news to a people in

exile.

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.  Speak ye

comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is

accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the

Lord's hand double for all her sins.  The voice of him that crieth in the

wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert

a highway for our God.  Every valley shall be exalted, and every

mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made

straight, and the rough places plain: And the glory of the LORD shall be

revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD

hath spoken it.  The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All

flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field:

The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the LORD

bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. The grass withereth, the

flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.

Thanks be to God.
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The Second Lesson - The Prophet foretells the glory of the Kingdom of

God.

The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the

desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.  It shall blossom

abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon

shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall

see the glory of the LORD, and the excellency of our God.  Strengthen

ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees.  Say to them that are

of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with

vengeance, even God with a recompense; he will come and save you. 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall

be unstopped.  Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue

of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and

streams in the desert.

Thanks be to God.
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The Third Lesson - The Prophet foretells the birth of Christ.

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that

dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light

shined.  Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: they

joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice when

they divide the spoil.  For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and

the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of

Midian.  For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and

garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire. 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government

shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful,

Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of

Peace.  Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no

end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to

establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for

ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

Thanks be to God.
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The Fourth Lesson - Christ warns all to watch and repent.

At that time Jesus said unto them: Then shall the kingdom of heaven be

likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet

the bridegroom.  And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 

They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: But

the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.  While the bridegroom

tarried, they all slumbered and slept.  And at midnight there was a cry

made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.  Then all

those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.  And the foolish said unto

the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.  But the wise

answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but

go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.  And while they

went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in

with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.  Afterward came also

the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.  But he answered and

said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.  Watch therefore, for ye

know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.  

Thanks be to God.
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The Fifth Lesson - The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city

of Galilee, named Nazareth, To a virgin espoused to a man whose name

was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. 

And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly

favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.  And

when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind

what manner of salutation this should be.  And the angel said unto her,

Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.  And, behold, thou

shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his

name JESUS.  He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the

Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father

David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his

kingdom there shall be no end.  Then said Mary unto the angel, How

shall this be, seeing I know not a man?  And the angel answered and

said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of

the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which

shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.  And Mary said,

Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word.

And the angel departed from her.

Thanks be to God.
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The Sixth Lesson - The Blessed Virgin Mary visits her cousin Elisabeth

And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill country with haste,

into a city of Juda; And entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted

Elisabeth.  And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the

salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was

filled with the Holy Ghost: And she spake out with a loud voice, and

said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy

womb.  And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should

come to me? For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in

mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.  And blessed is she that

believed: for there shall be a performance of those things which were

told her from the Lord.  And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord,

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  

Thanks be to God.
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The Seventh Lesson - The Angel appears to Joseph, telling of the birth

of Christ.

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother

Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found

with child of the Holy Ghost.  Then Joseph her husband, being a just

man, and not willing to make her a public example, was minded to put

her away privily.  But while he thought on these things, behold, the

angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou

son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is

conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.  And she shall bring forth a son,

and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from

their sins.  Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was

spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,  Behold, a virgin shall be

with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name

Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.  Then Joseph being

raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took

unto him his wife.

Thanks be to God.
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The Eighth Lesson - Jesus proclaims the coming of the Kingdom of

God.

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; As it is

written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face,

which shall prepare thy way before thee. The voice of one crying in the

wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.

John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance

for the remission of sins.  And there went out unto him all the land of

Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river

of Jordan, confessing their sins.  And John was clothed with camel's

hair, and with a girdle of a skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts

and wild honey; And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than

I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and

unloose.  I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you

with the Holy Ghost.  And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came

from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan.  And

straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and

the Spirit like a dove descending upon him: And there came a voice

from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well

pleased.  And immediately the Spirit driveth him into the wilderness. 

And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and

was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered unto him.  Now

after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the

gospel of the kingdom of God, And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the

kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.  

Thanks be to God.
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The Ninth Lesson - St. John foresees the Second Coming of Christ.

And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal,

proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.  In the midst of

the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life,

which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month:

and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.  And there

shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be

in it; and his servants shall serve him: And they shall see his face; and

his name shall be in their foreheads.  And there shall be no night there;

and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God

giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.  And he said

unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord God of the

holy prophets sent his angel to show unto his servants the things which

must shortly be done.  Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that

keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book.  And I John saw these

things, and heard them. And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to

worship before the feet of the angel which showed me these things. 

Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant,

and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of

this book: worship God.  And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of

the prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand.  He that is unjust, let

him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he

that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be

holy still.  And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to

give every man according as his work shall be.  I am Alpha and Omega,

the beginning and the end, the first and the last.  Blessed are they that

do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and

may enter in through the gates into the city.  For without are dogs, and

sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and

whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.  I Jesus have sent mine angel to

testify unto you these things in the churches.  I am the root and the

offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.  And the Spirit and

the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come.  And let him



that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life

freely. For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the

prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall

add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man

shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall

take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and

from the things which are written in this book. He which testifieth these

things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

Thanks be to God.


